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OCTOBER,  1960 


OPEN  ALBERTA  SCHOOL  FOR  YOUNG  FORESTERS 

The  forest  and  streams  of  Alberta's  Edson  Forest  Division  were  class- 
rooms for  16  boys  who  attended  the  province's  first  Junior  Forest  Wardens 
School,  held  for  one  week  in  the  new  Alberta  Forestry  Training  School 
at  Hinton.  Members  of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
insti'ucted  the  Wardens  in  Forest  Service  methods  of  forest  control  and 
conservation.  The  Junior  Wardens,  ranging  in  age  from  10  to  16,  were 
members  of  the  Junior  Warden  groups  at  Slave  Lake,  Hinton  and  Edson. 
They  were  accompanied  by  the  Supervisor  of  each  local  group. 

Inspection  trips  to  industries  dependent  on  the  products  of  forests 
of  the  province  were  arranged,  to  illustrate  various  manufacturing  processes. 
Visits  to  a  pulp  camp  and  a  sawmill  were  included  in  the  tour. 

A  course  in  fire  control  and  protection  was  provided  for  the  Wardens. 
This  included  a  display  of  portable  fire  fighting  equipment.  The  group 
practised  laying  hose  and  operating  pumps  in  the  bush. 

A  highlight  of  the  course  was  an  overnight  camping  trip  in  the  area 
near  Hinton.  Junior  Warden  supervisors  and  Alberta  Forest  Service 
personnel  accompanied  the  boys  on  the  trip  through  regions  rich  in  native 
wildlife  to  give  instruction  in  conservation  and  control  of  stream 
fish.  The  Junior  Wardens  were  required  to  look  after  their  own  needs  on 
the  trip  on  which  desirable  camping  practises  were  defined. 

Junior  Forest  Warden  organizations  were  established  in  the  province 
approximately  three  years  ago.  The  groups  are  supported  by  local  service 
clubs  in  co-operation  with  the  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
which  supplies  voluntary  instructors.  The  annual  school  is  conducted  by 
the  Department  at  no  charge  to  the  Junior  Warden.  The  annual  training 
course  will  be  held  each  summer  at  the  Forestry  Training  School  and  it  is 
expected  the  enrollment  will  increase  substantially  as  more  Junior  Warden 
groups  are  formed.  There  are  presently  three  clubs  operating  in  the 
province. 


Alberta  Forest  Service  instructor  Jack  McNabb  is  shown  demonstrating 
tree  calipers  to  a  group  of  Junior  Wardens  in  the  area  near  the  new 
training  school.  Left  to  right  are  Noel  Armstrong,  Hinton;  Mr.  McNabb; 
Wayne  Michener,  Edson;  Jim  Affolter,  Edson  and  Dennis  Maine,  Hinton. 


Vocational  Training  Courses 
Restore  Alberta  Handicapped 
To  Gainful  Employment 


Alberta's  investment  in  the  operation  of  the 
Commercial  School  maintained  by  the  Vocational 
Education  Branch  of  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Education  is  proving  worthwhile.  More  than 
one  thousand  persons  now  gainfully  employed 
have  benefitted  from  the  school's  training  since 
it  was  established  in  1937.  The  operation  of  the 
commercial  school  is  a  small  but  important  part  of 
the  vocational  training  program  supported  jointlv 
by  provincial  and  federal  governments. 

The  school  offers  courses  in  stenography, 
typing,  general  office  procedure  and  bookkeeping 
to  handicapped  or  unemployed  persons  who  have 


the  basic  educational  requirements  and  would  not 
otherwise  have  the  opportunity  to  obtain  training 
for  gainful  employment.  The  Branch  also  provides 
subsistence  allowances,  varied  according  to  family 
responsibilities,  while  the  student  is  attending  the 
school.  All  candidates  must  have  employment 
records,  and  must  be  referred  by  National  Em- 
ployment Service  offices,  where  applications  for 
training  are  initiated. 

Instruction  is  provided  on  a  tutorial  basis 
which  enables  each  student  to  receive  individual 
attention.  While  the  average  course  is  completed 
in  twenty  weeks,  it  may  be  extended  according  to 


individual  need.  There  are  26  students  presently 
attending  the  school.  During  1959  eighty  were 
graduated,  the  majority  of  whom  are  now  work- 
ing. Each  of  the  three  instructors  at  the  school  is 
a  specialist  in  one  specific  field,  conducting 
classes  during  the  school  day  begiiming  at  8:30 
a.m.  and  ending  at  3:30  p.m. 

Cost  of  operating  the  school  is  recovered  in- 
directly through  the  students'  contribution  to  the 
economy,  and  savings  in  direct  welfare  assistance. 

The  Department  of  Public  Welfare  works 
closely  with  the  Branch  in  cases  of  physically 
handicapped  students.  The  average  cost  of  train- 
ing a  handicapped  person  at  the  school  is  approx- 
imately $450,  whereas  the  average  annual  cost  of 
disability  pension  for  the  same  person  would 
total  approximately  $660.  Although  eligible  stu- 
dents may  continue  to  receive  the  disability 
pension  until  employed,  the  eventual  saving  to 
the  Province  following  employment  is  consider- 
able. More  important,  training  plays  an  important 
part  in  restoring  the  morale  of  the  handicapped 
by  helping  them  take  their  places  in  society  on 
a  self-sustaining  basis.  • 


Announce  Alberta's  Four  1960  Mas 


THE  J.  R.  CROZIER  FAMILY 


The  J.  R.  Crozier  family  of  St.  Albert  has  been  named  by  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Agriculture  as  one  of  the  four  Master  Farm  Families  for 
1960. 

The  Crozier  farm,  originally  settled  in  1898,  is  primarily  a  fluid 
milk  producing  operation  featuring  the  latest  equipment  and  methods  for 
efficient  dairying.  The  herd  consists  of  56  head  of  Holstein  cattle  of 
which  an  average  of  40  are  always  producing.  The  four-stall  milking 
parlour  is  completely  mechanical.  Milk  is  stored  and  refrigerated  in  a 
4,500  pound  capacity  steel  bulk  tank.  The  whole  milk  is  sold  directly 
to  processors  at  Edmonton  who  empty  the  tank  several  times  weekly. 

The  farm  also  supports  a  grain  producing  enterprise.  Fields  are  sown 
on  a  rotation  basis  of  three  years  grain  production  followed  by  three 
years  of  hay  and  pasture  use.  The  640  acres  under  cultivation  include 
390  acres  of  leased  land  in  close  proximity  to  the  Crozier  farm.  Mr. 
Crozier  sows  Registered  Olli  barley  and  Victory  oats. 

Mr.  Crozier  has  been  president  of  the  F.U.A.,  vice-president  of  the 
Milk  Foundation  of  Edmonton,  a  committee  chairraan  on  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  on  the  executive  of  several  other  dairy  and  farming 
organizations.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Edmonton  Artificial  Breeding 
Association  and  was  among  those  instrumental  in  establishing  an  artificial 
insemination  program  for  dairy  herds  in  the  Edmonton  area. 

Mrs.  Crozier's  record  of  community  service  rivals  that  of  her  husband. 
Bom  in  England,  she  moved  to  Canada  at  an  early  age  and  was  raised 
on  a  farm  in  the  Clyde  area.  Prior  to  her  marriage  in  1920  she  was 
employed  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  In  addition  to  raising  a  family 
of  three  boys  and  one  girl,  Mrs.  Crozier  has  served  as  President  of  the 
U.F.W.A.  and  has  been  active  in  community  projects.  She  is  presently 
serving  on  the  Community  Hall  Board. 

Two  of  the  three  Crozier  sons  farm  at  or  near  the  family  home.  The 
eldest  son,  John,  38,  is  a  veteran  of  the  R.C.A.F.  Upon  his  discharge  he 
obtained  a  nearby  farm  through  the  V.L.A.  and  presently  operates  it. 

The  other  two  Crozier  sons,  35,  are  identical  twins.  Marcus  is 
employed  by  the  Federal  Government  at  Banff  while  Chester  is  a  partner 


with  his  father  and  brother  John  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  Chester 
is  very  active  in  the  Edmonton  Artificial  Breeding  organization  and 
intends  to  follow  his  father's  vocation  as  a  livestock  and  dairy  farmer. 

The  only  daughter  in  the  family,  Shirlie,  is  employed  in  Edmonton. 

The  Crozier  home  will  soon  be  replaced  by  a  new  modem  bungalow 
that  is  under  construction  a  half  mile  from  the  present  house.  The  present 
home  is  equipped  with  all  the  modem  services  including  water  and  natural 
gas. 


The  Crozier  Master  Farm  Family,  one  of  four  named  by  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Agriculture  this  year,  are  shown  at  their  farm  home  at  St. 
Albert.  Standing  left  to  right,  are  Ronald  and  Allan  with  their  parents 
Norma  and  John  C.  Crozier,  Miss  Shirlie  Crozier,  Leonard  and  Pamela. 
Front  row,  left  to  right.  Norma  and  husband  Marcus  Crozier,  Mrs. 
Crozier,  J.  R.  Crozier,  grandchild  Irene;  May  and  Chester  Crozier. 


THE  ARTHUR  BATES  FAMILY 


A  successful  farming  enterprise  located  in  a  traditionally  dry  area 
of  west  central  Alberta  has  resulted  in  a  Master  Farm  Family  Award 
for  the  Arthur  Bates  family  of  Acme. 

The  farm  of  Arthur  Bates,  46,  comprises  3Vi  sections  within  sight 
of  the  town  of  Acme.  Primarily  a  grain  producing  and  registered  seed 
growing  enterprise,  the  farm  consists  of  2,395  acres  under  cultivation. 
Forty-nine  percent  is  sown  in  cereal  grains,  16%  in  forage  crops  and  one- 
third  kept  fallow. 

Varieties  grown  from  registered  seed  are  Victory  and  Rodney  oats, 
Thatcher  wheat,  Wolf  barley.    A  one-year  reserve  of  seed  is  maintained 
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In  addition  to  grain  producing,  the  Bates  farm  is  in  the  cattle  business 
on  a  fairly  large  scale.  Sixty  Aberdeen  Angus  breeding  cows  are  kept, 
as  well  as  some  feeder  cattle.  Catde  were  added  to  the  farm  program 
when  the  market  for  grain  was  low.  Included  in  tlie  farm  equipment  is 
an  elevator  in  which  feed  grains  can  be  mixed  without  transporting  them 
to  other  localities  for  milling. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  were  both  bom  and  raised  in  the  Acme  area. 
Married  in  1934,  they  moved  to  their  present  location  in  1944  as  tenant 
farmers. 

Mr.  Bates  is  keenly  interested  in  community  and  agricultural  organiza- 
tions. He  is  past  president  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  Wheat  Pool 
delegate,  past  president  of  the  Acme  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  past 
president  of  the  Baseball  and  Curling  Clubs. 

Service  to  the  community  is  also  rendered  by  Mrs.  Bates.  She  has 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Home  and  School  Association,  Past  Matron  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  president  of  the  Acme  Flower  Show  and  president  of 
the  Ladies'  Curling  Club. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  have  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  married  to 
former  school  teachers  and  live  near  the  home  farm.  Robert  Delroy,  the 
eldest  son,  farms  with  his  father.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chambw  of 
Commerce,  the  Wheat  Pool,  has  served  as  president  of  the  Grain  Club, 
and  the  local  Curling  Club. 

James  Arthur,  the  second  son,  is  presently  farming  approximately 
ten  miles  from  the  Bates  home.  He  purchased  the  land  under  a  Father 
and  Son  Agreement  for  Sale.  He  also  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  past  president  of  the  Grain  Club,  and 
secretary  treasurer  of  the  Acme  Baseball  Club. 

The  Bates  home  is  a  modern  two  storey  house  bounded  on  one  side 
by  a  large  windbreak  and  set  amid  beautifully  landscaped  grounds. 

The  home  has  many  electrical  and  other  conveniences  normally 
found  only  in  urban  centres. 


The  Master  Farm  Family  from  the  south  eastern  section  of  Alberta, 
announced  by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture  this  week,  one  of 
four  named  this  year,  is  the  Arthur  Bates  family,  shown  at  their  home  at 
Acme.  Back  row,  standing,  are  left  to  right,  son  Robert  Delroy  and  his 
wife.  Daughter-in-law  Alice  and  James  Bates.  Front  row  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  Bates  and  their  two  grandchildren  Gregg,  left,  and  Shari. 


ter  Farm  Families 

THE  CHRES  OESTER  FAMILY 

A  diversified  farm  operation  has  won  a  1960  Master  Farm  Family 
Award  for  the  Chres  Oester  familv  of  Paradise  Vallev,  about  140  miles 
east  of  Edmonton. 

The  Oester  family  farms  one  and  one-half  sections  of  land  with 
approximately  550  acres  under  cultivation.  The  operation  includes  the 
fattening  of  some  200  beef  cattle  annually  and  some  hogs.  Seven  milch 
cows  are  kept. 

The  east  central  Alberta  Master  Farmer  emigrated  to  Canada  from 
his  native  Denmark  as  a  young  man  of  23  in  1927,  and  has  operated 
a  farm  since  1933. 

Of  the  Oester's  550  cultivated  acres,  approximately  150  are  annually 
seeded  to  Thatcher  wheat;  150  acres  are  seeded  to  barley  and  some  oats; 
200  acres  are  left  in  summerfallow,  and  50  acres  are  in  forage.  Gateway 
and  Husky  barley  varieties  are  used,  and  Rodney  oats.  Wheat  is  sold  if 
the  grade  is  good.  Otherwise,  along  with  other  crops,  it  is  used  for 
feeding  and  fattening  cattle  and  hogs. 

The  Master  Farmers  work  on  an  approximate  120-day  beef  feeding 
cycle.  Steers  weighing  about  800  pounds  are  purchased  and  hand-fed 
for  a  few  weeks,  then  placed  in  a  feeding  lot  with  a  sheltered  self-feeder. 
When  the  steers  reach  1,000  pounds  they  are  marketed. 

The  Oesters  are  also  fattening  about  30  hogs.  Major  equipment  on 
the  farm  has  been  kept  to  the  economic  minimum.  There  are  two 
tractors,  a  truck,  a  light  pick-up,  a  7-foot  combine,  a  forage  harvester, 
baler,  manure  spreader,  front  end  loader,  and  an  automobile. 

A  pressure  water  system  was  installed  in  1950  with  water  lines 
eight  feet  deep  running  to  the  house,  barn  and  hog  pen.  Soft  rain  water 
is  stored  in  two  cisterns.    The  farmstead  is  completely  electrified. 

Members  of  the  Oester  family  actively  support  community  activities. 
Mr.  Oester  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  school  board  for  six  years 
and  is  a  director  of  the  Paradise  Valley  Seed  Cleaning  Plant.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Lloydminster  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mrs.  Oester 
is  active  in  a  community  hall  organization,  and  in  the  civil  defence 
program.  Two  sons,  Mamice,  18,  and  Fred,  16,  have  been  members 
of  a  4-H  beef  club  and  have  won  efficiency  awards. 

Maurice  has  completed  his  senior  matriculation  and  is  enrolled  in 

THE  H.  M. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Haney.  iinlli  their  sons  Leonard,  right,  and 
Howard,  pose  for  a  picture  on  the  steps  of  their  home  in  Iron  Springs, 
following  announcement  of  receipt  of  the  award  of  Master  Farm  Family, 
from  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture.  Away  from  home  at  the 
time  the  picture  was  taken  are  daughters,  Kathleen,  Frances,  and  Ruth, 
who  are  teaching  school,  and  Alice. 

The  H.  M.  Haney  family  from  the  Picture  Butte  area  of  Southern 
Alberta  has  been  selected  as  one  of  Alberta's  four  1960  Master  Fann 
Families. 


"Within  Our  Borders''  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint 
the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

There  is  no  restriction  on  the  republishing  of  any  material 
but  a  credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
mailing  address  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made 
for  "Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward 
their  name  and  address  to  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative 
Building,  Edmonton. 

Authorized  as  Second  Class  Mail,  Post  Office  Department,  Ottawa 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Jrrrs  i  irsicr  of  Paradise  Valley,  pose  with  their  younger 
son  Fred,  folloiving  receipt  of  award  as  one  of  the  four  Master  Farm 
Families  of  Alberta,  from  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture.  Inset  is 
their  elder  son  Maurice,  a  student  at  the  University  of  Alberta. 


the  first  year  "pre-med"  programme  of  the  University  of  Alberta.  Fred 
will  complete  his  high  school  education  and  perhaps  go  to  agricultural 
school  or  university  before  returning  to  farming  as  a  career. 

Winning  the  1960  Master  Farm  Family  award  for  east  central 
Alberta  is  the  second  farming  honor  bestowed  on  the  Oester  family.  In 
1958  they  won  the  Lloydminster  and  District  Chamber  of  Commerce  Good 
Farming  Competition. 

HANEY  FAMILY 

Mr.  Haney,  77,  was  born  and  raised  on  an  Iowa  farm.  In  1926 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  a  homestead  near  the  present  Iron  Springs 
farm  site.  Mrs.  Haney  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  prior  to  her  marriage 
in  1912  was  a  school  teacher.  Three  of  four  daughters  are  now  teaching 
school.  Their  two  sons  are  high  school  graduates  and  have  completed 
subsequent  courses. 

The  Haney  farm  has  developed  in  34  years  from  an  uncultivated 
homestead  into  a  large  well  co-ordinated  farm  supporting  a  cattle  feeding 
and  registered  seed  operation.  Sixty  of  the  250  acres  of  irrigated  land 
of  the  farm  are  utilized  for  sugar  beet  production. 

On  the  two  and  three  quarter  sections  farmed  by  the  Haney  family, 
1,245  acres  are  cultivated.  Of  these,  550  acres  are  in  cereals,  160  acres 
in  forage,  and  475  acres  are  left  fallow.  Sixty  acres  are  in  beets,  leaving 
190  acres  of  additional  irrigated  land  for  cropping.  The  irrigated  land 
crop  rotation  is  on  the  basis  of  three  years  beets,  one  year  grain,  one 
year  oats  for  greenfeed,  underseeded  to  alfalfa,  four  years  hay  and  one 
year  grain. 

The  dryland  farming  operation  is  alternated  between  grain  cropping 
and  summerfallow. 

The  Haneys  grow  registered  seed  of  Thatcher  wheat,  Rodney  oats, 
and  Campana  barley,  most  of  which  is  cleaned  in  their  own  plant. 

The  Haneys  operate  a  large  feedlot  where  up  to  600  head  of  cattle 
a  year,  made  up  from  their  own  calf  crop  plus  purchases  on  the  open 
market,  are  finished.  The  permanent  herd  consists  of  25  purebred 
Herefords  and  150  head  of  commercial  Herefords.  The  Haneys  raise 
their  own  bulls  for  the  commercial  herd. 

The  Haney  sons  are  partners  in  the  operation  of  the  farm  and  have 
modem  homes  near  their  parents.  In  addition,  families  of  five  farm 
employees  live  in  comfortable  bungalows  on  the  farm. 

The  main  home  occupied  by  the  senior  family  is  modern  in  design 
and  equipped  with  conveniences  and  served  bv  electricity,  water  and 
sewage. 

The  Haney  family  have  been  active  in  community  affairs  during  their 
years  at  Iron  Springs.  Mr.  Haney  is  an  active  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  Lions,  F.U.A.  and  Wheat  Pool.  He  also  served  as  secre- 
tary to  the  local  school  board  for  ten  years.  Mrs.  Haney  has  been 
secretary  to  the  Women's  Institute,  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  is  active 
in  F.U.A.  and  Wheat  Pool  affairs.  Both  sons  are  following  their  father's 
footsteps  and  have  served  many  community  and  agricultural  organizations. 
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Rats  Show  Students  Need  of  Basic  Nutrients  in  Diets 


Students  in  more  than  40  Alberta  schools  have  had  an  opportunity 
during  the  past  year  to  study  firsthand  the  effects  of  adequate  and  inade- 

auate  diets  on  growth  and  development.  Demonstrations  conducted  in 
le  schools  were  arranged  by  Nutrition  Services  of  the  Alberta  Department 
of  Public  Health. 

The  demonstration,  involving  the  feeding  of  "good"  and  a  "bad" 
diet  consistently  to  each  of  two  white  laboratory  rats  for  a  calculated 
period,  lends  itself  to  the  purpose  because  of  the  animal's  relatively 
short  life  span— equal  to  about  one-thirtieth  that  of  a  human  being.  Rats 
are  also  small,  clean,  easily  caged,  and  in  the  main  respond  to  different 
types  of  diets  in  much  the  same  manner  as  humans. 

An  experimental  animal  started  on  a  feeding  demonstration  in  the 
classroom  at  four  weeks  of  age  is  comparable  to  a  child  of  about  two-and- 
one-half  years.  At  the  end  of  the  three-week  project  the  animal's  age 
corresponds  to  that  of  a  child  of  about  four  years. 

Animals  may  be  placed  on  one  of  three  types  of  diet  when  they 
arrive  at  a  school.  One  contrasts  the  growth  value  of  milk  with  other  foods 
or  beverages  another  demonstrates  the  growth  value  of  poor  breakfasts  as 
opposed  to  substantial  breakfasts  while  the  third  similarly  shows  the 
respective  value  of  good  lunches  and  poor  lunches. 

One  pair  of  animals  is  fed  bread  and  mUk,  while  the  other  pair 
receives  bread  and  water,  or  clear  coffee,  tea  or  soft  drink.  In  the  breaMast 
experiment,  one  pair  is  fed  citrus  fmit,  whole-grain  cereal,  milk,  bread 
and  butter,  and  egg,  while  the  second  pair  receives  bread,  jam,  and  clear 
coffee  or  tea.  For  the  luncheon  demonstration,  a  "good"  lunch  is  represented 
by  bread  and  butter,  raw  carrot  or  cabbage,  milk  and  cheese.  A  "poor" 
lunch,  fed  the  other  pair,  includes  bread  and  jam,  soft  drink  and  candy. 

At  the  end  of  the  three  week  period,  the  pair  of  animals  on  the  milk 
or  good  breakfast  or  good  lunch  are  sleek  and  active.  By  contrast,  the  pair 
fed  on  soft  drinks,  candy,  coffee  or  tea,  are  skinny,  inactive  and  have  coats 
dull  in  color. 

During  the  demonstration,  the  pupils  keep  a  daily  record  of  the  weight 
and  development  of  each  pair  of  animals.  Teachers  emphasize  good  nutri- 
tion to  the  students,  and  by  displaying  the  animals  to  groups  such  as  Home 


and  School,  arouse  the  interest  of  the  community.  Interest  is  further  stimu- 
lated in  some  areas  where  the  animals  are  displayed  in  local  store  windows 
at  the  end  of  the  experiment.  It  has  been  found  that  this  type  of  project 
has  been  highly  successful  in  motivating  students  to  examine  their  ovra 
eating  habits.  • 


Three  grade  seven  students  of  a  Jasper  Place,  Alberta,  school  examine 
the  result  of  a  good  nutrition  test  using  white  laboratory  rats.  Gail  Butler 
weighs  one  animal  while  Bonnie  Reid  steadies  another,  and  Olive 
Joyce  records  progress  on  a  graph. 


Waterside  Living  Now 
Prevented  In  Flood  Areas 

Property  damage  as  a  result  of  flooding  may 
be  reduced  in  Alberta  as  a  result  of  new  measures 
provided  by  a  new  amendment  to  the  Alberta 
Water  Resources  Act.  Any  part  of  the  province 
considered  to  be  in  danger  of  serious  flooding 
may  be  designated  as  "flood  control  areas"  and 
as  such,  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Water  Resources  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

The  amendment  is  primarily  designed  to  pre- 
vent development  around  river  beds  and  lakes 
which  have  receded  but  in  all  probability  will, 
in  the  future,  rise  to  former  levels,  and  in  many 
such  cases  almost  double  acreage  now  under 
water. 

Proposals  for  development  of  lands  around 
lakes  and  rivers  submitted  to  rural  planning 
boards  are  forwarded  to  the  Water  Resources 
Branch  for  investigation.  Before  making  recom- 
mendations engineers  undertake  an  exhaustive 
examination,  studying  such  factors  as  former 
water  levels  and  flood  crests. 

Structures  already  on  lands  designated  as 
within  flood  control  areas  must  be  removed  if 
reasonable  protection  from  flood  damage  cannot 
be  provided  for  the  structure  or  its  contents.  A 
hearing  may  be  held  to  consider  proposed  re- 
moval orders  and  owners  have  the  right  of 
appeal,  and  right  to  compensation.  • 


Big  Bangs  Blast  Browsing  Birds 

New  Gun  Better  Than  Scarecrow 

Specialty  crop  growers  in  irrigated  areas  of  southern  Alberta  have  this  vear  resorted  to  the  use 
of  exploding  acetylene  guns  to  frighten  away  crop-damaging  red-wing  blackbirds.  Crop  damage  in 
1959  was  estimated  at  several  thousand  dollars,  mosth  to  sunflower  fields.  Some  corn  fields  also  were 
affected.  The  1959  figure  was  more  than  five  times  the  damage  recorded  in  the  1958  crop  year. 
This  is  a  result  of  sunflower  acreage  quadrupling,  and  the  blackbirds'  preference  for  sunflowers  over 
corn.  Estimates  of  damage  for  this  year  are  not  yet  available. 

A  continuing  study  of  the  problem  is  being  conducted  b\'  the  staff  of  the  Fields  Crops  Branch 
of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture,  working  in  co-operation  with  other  agencies. 

Surveys  have  shown  that  damage  can  reach  100  per  cent  in  sunflower  fields,  and  about  25 
per  cent  in  corn  fields.  The  danger  period  begins  when  the  crops  begin  to  ripen  about  mid-August, 
and  continues  until  harvest  is  completed. 

The  offending  birds  in  southern  Alberta  are  those  which  nest  on  irrigated  land,  and  particularly 
in  cat-tail  marshes.  Birds  will  fly  from  eight  to  ten  miles  to  get  to  feeding  grounds.  The  use  of 
scarecrows  has  been  ineffective,  and  shot  gun  shooting  has  been  proven  uneconomical.  Use  of 
spray  repellants  has  also  been  ineffective. 

The  only  consistently  successful  scaring  device  used  in  the  area  has  been  the  acetylene  explod- 
ing gun,  a  device  which  builds  up  acetylene  pressure  and  is  fired  by  a  flint  spark  at  desired  intei-vals. 
Department  of  Agriculture  officers  recommend  use  of  the  unit  early  in  the  season  before  serious 
feeding  begins.    Otherwise,  its  effectiveness  is  hampered. 

Each  explosion  has  the  equivalent  noise  of  several  shot-gun  blasts.  One  unit  can  protect  up 
to  seven  acres.  The  daily  cost  to  operate  one  gun  is  approximately  20  cents.  Fields  results  show 
almost  100  per  cent  protection  where  the  gun  has  been  placed  and  operated  with  care.  Neighboring 
fields  not  so  protected  suffer  heavy  losses. 

The  scaring  device  has  also  proven  effective  on  ducks  and  elk  although  deer  soon  become  used 

to  it. 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  coining  year  Alberta  wiU  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of 
provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is 
pleased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton. 


October 

7-  8    Can.  Districts  of  Credit  Union  

11-12    Alberta  Teachers  Assoc.  1st  District 


 Banff 

 Edmonton 


13-14  Alberta  Teachers  Assoc.  2nd  District  Edmonton 

1.5-16  Alberta  Teachers  Assoc.  3rd  Distnct  Edmonton 

17-20  Fall  Stock  Show  and  Sale   Calgary 

24-29  Fall  Show  and  Sale,  Sheep  &  Swine  Edmonton 

26  Aha.  Assoc.  of  Insurance  Adjusters  Lethbridge 

26  Convention  Union  Alta  Municipalities  Lethbridge 

26-28  Alta.  Federation  of  Labor    Calgary 


November 

7    8    Insurance  Agents  Assoc.  of  Alta   Calgary 

22  24    Alta.  Assoc.  of  Mun.  Districts   Edmonton 


